03/17/Oa 13:03 FAX 



RENNER OTTO 20 



@002 



Proposed Amendments to the Claims 

1-13. (Withdrawn). 

14. (Currently Amended) A cushioning conversion machine comprising 
a conversion assembly which converts sheet stock material into a three- 
dimensional cushioning product, the conversion assembly including a frame and a 
connectino assembly, the connecting assembly comprising: 

[a frame; an d ] 

first and second rotating feed members, the first of which Is mounted In a carrier 
pivotally mounted to the frame for movement between an operative position and an 
inoperative position: [, and sa i d carrier be i n g resi l icnt l y b iased for urg i ng the fi r st 
rotating mem be r carried thereby towards the s e cond ro tating member ] 

a biasing member disposed between the fram e and the carrier for exerting a 
biasing force against the carrier when the carrier Is in its operative position: 

a releasable locking device which, in a locked position, resilientlv holds the 
carrier in its operative position thereby to bias the first rotating feed member towards 
the second rotating feed member, and in an unlocked position allows the carrier to be 
pivoted from its operative position to Its inoperative position to move the first rotating 
feed member awav from the second rotating feed member. 

15. A cushioning conversion machine as set forth in claim 14, wherein the 
carrier is pivotally connected to a pivot shaft and rotatably supports an idler shaft, the 
idler shaft carrying the first rotating feed member. 

16. A cushioning conversion machine as set forth in claim 1 5, further including 
a driving shaft rotatably mounted to the frame and having the second rotating feed 
member carried thereon. 

17. (Cun-ently Amended) A cushioning conversion machine as set forth 
in claim 16, wherein the earner , when in its operating position. Is resiliently biased to 
urge the idler shaft and the first feed member carried thereon toward the driving shaft 
and the second fiaed member carried thereon so as to apply a pinch force to stock 
material being fed between the feed members. 

1 8. (Cun-ently Amended) A cushioning conversion machine as set forth 
in claim 16, wherein , when the releasable locking device is in its unlocked position, the 
canier is selectively adjustable in such a manner that the idler shaft is movable towards 
and away from the driving shaft for adjusting the distance between the first rotating feed 
member and the second rotating feed member. 

19. A cushioning conversion machine as set forth in claim 14, further Including 
a mounting assembly movable between a locked condition whereat the carrier may 
pivot about the frame over a prescribed angular range, and a released condition 
whereat the mounting assembly is free to pivot about the frame and carry along with It 
the carrier. 
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20. (Currently Amended) A cushioning conversion machine as set forth 
in claim 19. wherein the [further including a] biasing member js Interposed between the 
carrier and mounting assembly for resHlently biasing the carrier relative to the mounting 
assembly so that, when the releasable locking device is in its locked position, the 
biasinc member urges [thereby to urge] the first rotating feed member toward the 
second rotating feed member. 

21 . (Currently Amended) A cushioning conversion machine as set forth 
in claim H [20], wherein the biasing [spring] member comprises a coil spring. 

22. (Cunrently Amended) A cushioning conversion machine as set forth 
in claim H [20], wherein the biasing [spring] member comprises a leaf spring. 

23^6. (Withdrawn). 
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